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two engines on one side stopped by bullets of the pur-
suit planes and the captain of the ship was injured.
This occurred over German territory about forty
miles behind the lines. The crew fought off the
pursuit planes, apparently destroyed one of them,
and succeeded in bringing back our plane across
the Russian line, with only two motors on one side
going.
Conditions were strange for engineering work.
Often I participated in conferences and discussed de-
tails of encounters in the air with the men who had
actually participated in the flight only a few hours
before. First-hand information, as well as the con-
vincing stories told by the bullet holes in the cabin
and tanks of a ship, forced quick engineering decision
and action in such cases- These efforts resulted in
improvement of the planes, better methods for the
prevention of fire on board, and better machine-
gun protection. As time went on, several important
military results were achieved*
Many valuable observation flights far into the
enemy territory were successfully completed. In more
important cases, an officer from the staff was on board,
and when conditions for observation were good, the
big planes working with maps and photography,
brought back more complete and reliable information
than could be obtained from a small open plane of
that time. With a large crew and powerful armament,
they could penetrate farther when some military
mission made this desirable.
Significant results were also obtained in bombing
raid*. The character of warfare on the Eastern Front,
with considerable shifting of troops, and a limited